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(54) FAULTY SECTOR DISCRIMINATING METHOD FOR OPTICAL DISK 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To check a sector which may become faulty in future by 
reading and judging the before/behind and right/left specific patterns of 
a faulty sector, deciding an alternative sector in the case of a faulty 
sector and recording the faulty sector information on it. 
CONSTITUTION: Information on a faulty sector is read, the specific 
pattern formed on before and behind in the circumference direction of 
the faulty sector and left and right in the radius direction of the faulty 
sector is read and it is judged whether it is a faulty sector or not from an 
error correcting code. If it is a faulty sector, an alternative sector is 
decided, the information of the faulty sector is re-recorded in the 
alternative sector, an operation registering the information on the faulty 
sector and the alternative sector is added and an alternative process is 
performed. Thus, suddenly unabled reading and writing operations are 
eliminated in an important region where reading and writing are 
constantly performed including a DOS's FAT region 10 and a route 
directory region 1 1 and the reliability of an optical disk is improved. 
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